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The Western Front in World War I  In a landscape ravaged by artillery fire, two soldiers dash for 
cover amid shell holes and the charred remains of a forest.

Im
pe

ria
l W

ar
 M

us
eu

m
/T

he
 A

rt 
Ar

ch
iv

e

      Copyright 2011 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). 
Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



 ■ What led to the outbreak of the First World War?
 ■ How did the war lead to revolution in Russia?
 ■ What role did the war play in eroding European 
dominance in the world?

 ■ Why did China and Japan follow such divergent 
paths in this period?

 ■ How did the Middle East change as a result of 
the war?

 ■ How did European and North American society 
and technology change in the aftermath of the 
war?

On June 28, 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, 
heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary, was rid-
ing in an open carriage through Sarajevo, a city 

Austria had annexed six years earlier. When the carriage 
stopped momentarily, Gavrilo Princip, member of a 
pro-Serbian conspiracy, fired his pistol twice, killing the 
archduke and his wife.

Those shots ignited a global conflict. All previous 
wars had caused death and destruction, but they were 
also marked by heroism and glory. In this new war, four 
years of bitter fighting produced no victories, no gains, 
and no glory, only death for millions of soldiers. The war 
became global as the Ottoman Empire fought against Britain and Japan attacked 
German positions in China. France and Britain involved their empires in the war and 
brought Africans, Indians, Australians, and Canadians to Europe to fight and labor 
on the front lines. Finally, in 1917, the United States entered the fray.

The next three chapters tell a story of violence and hope. In this chapter, we will 
look at the causes of war between the great powers, the consequences of that con-
flict in Europe, the Middle East, and Russia, and the upheavals in China and Japan. 
At the same time, we will review the technological changes that made war more 
dangerous, yet also allowed far more people to live healthier, more comfortable, and 
more interesting lives than ever before.

The Crisis of the Imperial 
Order, 1900–1929

ORIGINS OF THE CRISIS IN EUROPE 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST

When the twentieth century opened, the world seemed firmly under the control of the great 
powers (see Chapter 26). The first decade of the twentieth century was a period of relative 
peace and economic growth in most of the world. Several new technologies—airplanes, 
automobiles, radio, and cinema—aroused much excitement. The great powers consolidated 
their colonial conquests of the previous decades, and their alliances were evenly matched. 
The only international war of the period, the Russo-Japanese War (1904–1905), ended quickly 
with a decisive Japanese victory.

However, two major changes undermined the apparent stability of the world. In Europe, 
tensions mounted as Germany, with its growing industrial and military might, challenged 
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800  CHAPTER 28 The Crisis of the Imperial Order, 1900–1929

Britain at sea and France in Morocco. The Ottoman Empire grew weaker, leaving a dangerous 
power vacuum. The resulting chaos in the Balkans gradually drew the European powers into a 
web of hostilities.

The Ottoman Empire and Balkans
From the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries the Ottoman Empire was one of the most power-
ful states. By the late nineteenth century, however, it had fallen behind economically, techno-
logically, and militarily. Europeans referred to it as the “sick man of Europe.”

As the Ottoman Empire weakened, it began losing provinces closest to Europe: Macedonia 
in 1902–1903, Bosnia in 1908, Crete in 1909, Albania in 1910. In 1912 Italy conquered Libya, the 
Ottomans’ last foothold in Africa. In 1912–1913 Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania, and Greece chased 
the Turks out of Europe, except for a small enclave around Constantinople.

In reaction, the Turks began to assert themselves against rebellious minorities and med-
dling foreigners. Many officers in the army, the most Europeanized segment of Turkish society, 
blamed Sultan Abdul Hamid II (r. 1876–1909) for the decline of the empire. A group known as 
“Young Turks” plotted to force a constitution on the sultan. They alienated other anti-Ottoman 
groups by advocating centralized rule and the Turkification of ethnic minorities.

In 1909 the parliament, dominated by Young Turks, overthrew Abdul Hamid. The new 
regime began to reform the police, the bureaucracy, and the educational system. At the same 
time, it cracked down on Greek and Armenian minorities. Galvanized by their defeat in the Bal-
kan Wars, the Turks hired a German general to modernize their armed forces. The dangerous 
mixture of modern armies and nationalism was not limited to the Ottoman Empire, however.

Nationalism, Alliances, and Military Strategy
The assassination of Franz Ferdinand triggered a chain of events over which military and 
political leaders lost control. The escalation from assassination to global war had causes that 
went back many years. One was nationalism, which bound citizens to their ethnic group and 
led them, when called upon, to kill people they viewed as enemies. Another was the system of 
alliances and military plans that the great powers had devised to protect themselves from their 
rivals. A third was Germany’s yearning to dominate Europe.

Nationalism united the citizens of France, Britain, and Germany behind their respective 
governments and gave them tremendous cohesion and strength of purpose. Only the most pow-
erful feelings could inspire millions of men to march into battle and could sustain civilian pop-
ulations through years of hardship.

Nationalism could also be a dividing force. The large but fragile multinational Russian, 
Austro-Hungarian, and Ottoman Empires contained numerous ethnic and religious minorities. 
Having repressed the other minorities for centuries, the governments could never count on their 
full support. The very existence of an independent Serbia threatened Austria-Hungary by stir-
ring up the hopes and resentments of its Slavic populations.

Imbued with nationalism, most people viewed war as a crusade for liberty or as long-
 overdue revenge for past injustices. During the nineteenth century, as memories of the misery 
and carnage caused by the Napoleonic Wars faded, revulsion against war gradually weakened. 
The Crimean War of 1853–1856 and the Franco-Prussian War of 1871 had caused few casualties 
or long-term consequences. And in the wars of the New Imperialism (see Chapter 27), Europe-
ans almost always had been victorious at a small cost in money and manpower.

What turned an incident in the Balkans into a conflict involving all the great powers was 
the system of alliances. At the center of Europe stood Germany, the most heavily industrialized 
country in Europe. Its army was the best trained and equipped, and it challenged Great Brit-
ain’s naval supremacy by building “dreadnoughts”—heavily armed battleships. In 1882 it joined 
Austria-Hungary and Italy in the Triple Alliance, while France allied itself with Russia. In 1904 
Britain and France reached an Entente (on-TONT) (“understanding”), joined by Russia in 1907. 
Europe was thus divided into two blocs of roughly equal power (see Map 28.1).

The alliance system was cursed by inflexible military planning. In 1914 western and cen-
tral Europe had highly developed railroad networks but very few motor vehicles, and European 

The Young Turks

Nationalism

AP* Exam Tip  Be able 
to discuss nationalism as 
both a unifying and a divi-
sive force.
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armies had grown to include millions of soldiers and reservists. To mobilize these forces and 
transport them to battle would require thousands of trains running on precise schedules. Once 
under way, a country’s mobilization could not be canceled or postponed without causing chaos.

In the years before World War I, military planners in France and Germany had worked out 
elaborate railroad timetables to mobilize their respective armies in a few days. Russia, a large 
country with an underdeveloped rail system, needed several weeks to mobilize its forces. Brit-
ain, with a tiny volunteer army, had no mobilization plans, and German planners believed that 
the British would stay out of a war on the European continent. So that Germany could avoid hav-
ing to fight France and Russia at the same time, German war planners expected to defeat France 
in a matter of days, then transport the entire army across Germany to the Russian border by 
train before Russia could fully mobilize.

On July 28, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. The declaration of war triggered the 
general mobilization plans of Russia, France, and Germany. On July 29 the Russian government 
ordered general mobilization to force Austria to back down. On August 1 France ordered general 

mobilization. Minutes later Germany did likewise. 
Because of the rigid railroad timetables, war was 
now automatic.

The German plan was to wheel around through 
neutral Belgium and into northwestern France. The 
German General Staff expected France to capitu-
late before the British could get involved. But on 
August 3, when German troops entered Belgium, 
Britain demanded their withdrawal. When Ger-
many refused, Britain declared war on Germany.

The War Begins

Europe and North America Middle East East Asia

1900
1904 British-French Entente
1907 British-Russian Entente

1909 Young Turks overthrow Sultan 
Abdul Hamid

1900 Boxer uprising in China
1904–1905 Russo-Japanese War

1910
1912–1913 Balkan Wars
1914 Assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand sparks World War I

1916 Battles of Verdun and the Somme
1917 Russian Revolutions; United States 
enters the war

1918 Armistice ends World War I
1918–1921 Civil war in Russia
1919 Treaty of Versailles

1912 Italy conquers Libya, last Ottoman 
territory in Africa

1915 British defeat at Gallipoli
1916 Arab Revolt in Arabia
1917 Balfour Declaration

1919–1922 War between Turkey and 
Greece

1911 Chinese revolutionaries led by Sun 
Yat-sen overthrow Qing dynasty

1915 Japan presents Twenty-One 
Demands to China

1919 May Fourth Movement in China

1920 1920 First commercial radio broadcast 
(United States)

1923–1928 New Economic Policy in 
Russia

1927 Charles Lindbergh flies alone 
across the Atlantic

1922 Egypt nominally independent
1923 Mustafa Kemal proclaims Turkey a 
republic

1927 Guomindang forces occupy 
 Shanghai and expel Communists

SECTION REVIEW

 ● As the Ottoman Empire declined, nationalists calling them-
selves Young Turks tried to create a new Turkish nation.

 ● Nationalism, competing alliances, and inflexible military plans 
based on railroads turned an assassination into a cause for 
war.
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THE “GREAT WAR” AND THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTIONS, 1914–1918

Throughout Europe, people greeted the outbreak of war with parades and flags, expecting a 
quick victory. German troops marched off to the front shouting “To Paris!” Spectators in France 
encouraged marching French troops with shouts of “Send me the Kaiser’s moustache!” The Ger-
man sociologist Max Weber wrote: “This war, with all its ghastliness, is nevertheless grand and 
wonderful. It is worth experiencing.”1 When the war began, very few imagined that their side 
might not win. No one foresaw that everyone would lose.

MAP 28.1  Europe in 1913  On the eve of World War I, Europe was divided between two great alli-
ance systems—the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy) and the Entente (France, Great 
Britain, and Russia)—and their respective colonial empires. These alliances were not stable. When war 
broke out, the Triple Alliance lost Italy but gained the Ottoman Empire.
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Stalemate, 1914–1917
The war that erupted in 1914 was known as the “Great War” until the 1940s, when a far greater 
one overshadowed it. Its form came as a surprise to all belligerents, from the generals on down. 
In the classic battles that every officer studied, the advantage always went to the fastest-moving 
army led by the boldest general. In 1914 the generals’ carefully drawn plans went awry from the 
start. Believing that a spirited attack would always prevail, French generals hurled their troops, 
dressed in bright blue-and-red uniforms, against the well-defended German border and suffered 
a crushing defeat. In battle after battle the much larger German armies defeated the French and 
the British. By early September the Germans held Belgium and northern France and were fast 
approaching Paris.

German victory seemed assured. But German troops, who had marched and fought for a 
month, were exhausted, and their generals wavered. A gap opened between two German armies 
along the Marne River, into which General Joseph Joffre moved France’s last reserves. At the 
Battle of the Marne (September 5–12, 1914), the Germans were thrown back several miles.

During the next month, both sides spread out until they formed an unbroken line extending 
over 300 miles (some 500 kilometers) from the North Sea to the border of Switzerland. All along 
this Western Front, the opposing troops prepared their defenses. Their most potent weapons 
were machine guns, which provided an almost impenetrable defense against advancing infan-
try but were useless for the offensive because they were too heavy for one man to carry and took 
too much time to set up.

To escape the deadly streams of bullets, soldiers dug holes in the ground, connected the 
holes to form shallow trenches, then dug communications trenches to the rear. Within weeks, 
the battlefields were scarred by lines of trenches several feet deep, their tops protected by sand-
bags and their floors covered with planks. Trenches were nothing new. What was extraordinary 
was that the trenches along the entire Western Front were connected, leaving no gaps through 
which armies could advance (see Map 28.2). How, then, could either side ever hope to win?

For four years, generals on each side again and again ordered their troops to attack. In battle 
after battle, thousands of young men on one side climbed out of their trenches, raced across the 
open fields, and were mowed down by enemy machine-gun fire. Hoping to destroy the machine 
guns, the attacking force would saturate the entrenched enemy lines with artillery barrages. But 
this tactic alerted the defenders to an impending attack and allowed them to rush in reinforce-
ments and set up new machine guns.

The year 1916 saw the bloodiest and most futile battles of the war. The Germans attacked 
French forts at Verdun, losing 281,000 men and causing 315,000 French casualties. In retaliation, 
the British attacked the Germans at the Somme River and suffered 420,000 casualties—60,000 
on the first day alone—while the Germans lost 450,000 and the French 200,000.

Warfare had never been waged this way before. It was mass slaughter in a moonscape of mud, 
steel, and flesh. Both sides attacked and defended, but neither side could win, for the armies 
were stalemated by trenches and machine guns. During four years of the bloodiest fighting the 
world had ever seen, the Western Front moved no more than a few miles one way or another.

At sea, the war was just as inconclusive. As soon as war broke out, the British cut the German 
overseas telegraph cables, blockaded the coasts of Germany and Austria-Hungary, and set out to 
capture or sink all enemy ships still at sea. The German High Seas Fleet, built at enormous cost, 
seldom left port. Only once, in May 1916, did it confront the British Grand Fleet. At the Battle of 
Jutland, off the coast of Denmark, the two fleets lost roughly equal numbers of ships, and the 
Germans escaped back to their harbors.

In early 1915, in retaliation for the British naval blockade, Germany announced a blockade 
of Britain by submarines. German submarines attacked every vessel they could. One of their 
victims was the British ocean liner Lusitania. The death toll from that attack was 1,198 people, 
139 of them Americans. When the United States protested, Germany ceased its submarine cam-
paign, hoping to keep America neutral.

Airplanes were used for reconnaissance and engaged in spectacular but inconsequential 
dogfights above the trenches. Poison gas, introduced on the Western Front in 1915, killed and 
wounded attacking soldiers as well as their intended victims, adding to the horror of battle. 
Primitive tanks aided, but did not cause, the collapse of the German army in the last weeks of 
the war. Although these weapons were of limited effectiveness in World War I, they offered an 
insight into the future of warfare.

Trench Warfare

The War at Sea

Western Front A line of 
trenches and fortifications in 
World War I that stretched 
without a break from Swit-
zerland to the North Sea. 
Scene of most of the fighting 
between Germany, on the 
one hand, and France and 
Britain, on the other.
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The Home Front and the War Economy
Trench-bound armies demanded ever more weapons, ammunition, 
and food, so civilians had to work harder, eat less, and pay higher 
taxes. Textiles, coal, meat, fats, and imported products such as tea 
and sugar were strictly rationed. Governments gradually imposed 
stringent controls over all aspects of their economies.

The war economy transformed civilian life. In France and 
Britain food rations were allocated according to need, improving 
nutrition among the poor. Unemployment vanished. Thousands 
of Africans, Indians, and Chinese were recruited for heavy labor 
in Europe. Employers hired women to fill jobs vacated by men off 
to war. Some women became streetcar drivers, mail carriers, and 
police officers. Others found work in the burgeoning government 
bureaucracies. Many joined auxiliary military services as doc-
tors, nurses, mechanics, and ambulance drivers; after 1917, as the 
war took its toll of young men, the British government established 
women’s auxiliary units for the army, navy, and air force. These 
positions gave thousands of women a sense of participation in the 
war effort and a taste of personal and financial independence.

German civilians paid an especially high price for the war, for 
the British naval blockade severed their overseas trade. Wheat flour disappeared, replaced first 
by rye, then by potatoes and turnips, then by acorns and chestnuts, and finally by sawdust. After 
the failure of the potato crop in 1916 came the “turnip winter,” when people had to survive on 
1,000 calories per day, half the normal amount that an active adult needed. Women, children, 
and the elderly were especially hard hit. Soldiers at the front raided enemy lines to scavenge 
food.

The war also brought hardships to Europe’s African colonies. When the war began, the 
British and French overran German Togo on the West African coast. The much larger German 
colonies of Southwest Africa and German Cameroon were conquered in 1915. In German East 
Africa, the Germans remained undefeated until the end of the war. The Europeans requisi-
tioned foodstuffs, imposed heavy taxes, and forced Africans to grow export crops and sell them 
at low prices. As Europeans stationed in Africa joined the war, the combination of increased 
demands on Africans and fewer European officials led to uprisings that lasted for several years. 
Over a million Africans served in the various armies, and perhaps three times that number were 
drafted as porters to carry army equipment. Faced with a shortage of young Frenchmen, France 
drafted Africans into its army, where many fought side by side with Europeans.

One country grew rich during the war: the United States. For two and a half years the United 
States stayed technically neutral but did a roaring business supplying France and Britain. When 
the United States entered the war in 1917, businesses engaging in war production made spec-
tacular profits. Civilians were exhorted to help the war effort by investing their savings in war 
bonds and growing food in backyard “victory gardens.” Employment opportunities created by 
the war played a major role in the migration of African Americans from the rural south to the 
cities of the north.

The Ottoman Empire at War
On August 2, 1914, the Turks signed a secret alliance with Germany. In November they joined 
the fighting, hoping to gain land at Russia’s expense. During the campaign in the Caucasus 
the Turks expelled the Armenians, whom they suspected of being pro-Russian, from their 

Africa in the War

The United States

Women in World War I  Women played a more important role in 
World War I than in previous wars. As the armies drafted millions 
of men, employers hired women for essential war work. This poster 
extolls the importance of women workers in supplying munitions.

PRIMARY SOURCE: 
Letter from Turkey, 

Summer 1915 Read an eyewit-
ness account of the Armenian 
genocide, by an American mis-
sionary from Massachusetts.
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 homelands in eastern Anatolia. During the forced march across the mountains in the winter, 
hundreds of thousands died of hunger and exposure.

The Turks also closed the Dardanelles, the strait between the Mediterranean and Black Seas 
(see Map 28.2). Seeing little hope of victory on the Western Front, Britain tried to open the Dar-
danelles by landing troops on the nearby Gallipoli Peninsula in 1915. Turkish troops pushed the 
invaders back into the sea. The British then promised the emir (prince) of Mecca, Hussein ibn 
Ali, a kingdom of his own if he would lead an Arab revolt against the Turks. In 1916 Hussein rose 
up and was proclaimed king of Hejaz (hee-JAHZ) (western Arabia). His son Faisal (FIE-sahl) 
then led an Arab army in support of the British advance from Egypt into Palestine and Syria. The 
Arab Revolt of 1916 did not affect the struggle in Europe, but it did contribute to the defeat of the 
Ottoman Empire.

The British made promises to Jews as well as Arabs. For centuries, Jewish minorities in east-
ern and central Europe had developed a thriving culture despite frequent persecutions. By the 
early twentieth century a nationalist movement called Zionism, led by Theodore Herzl, arose 
among those who wanted to return to their ancestral homeland in Palestine. The concept of a 
Jewish homeland appealed to many Europeans as a humanitarian solution to the problem of 
anti-Semitism.

By 1917 Chaim Weizmann (hi-um VITES-mun), leader of the British Zionists, had persuaded 
several British politicians that a Jewish homeland in Palestine should be carved out of the Otto-
man Empire and placed under British protection, thereby strengthening the Allied cause. In 
November, as British armies were advancing on Jerusalem, Foreign Secretary Sir Arthur Balfour 
wrote:

His Majesty’s Government view with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national home 
for the Jewish people and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of that 
object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil 
and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine.2

The British did not foresee that this statement, known as the Balfour Declaration, would lead to 
conflicts between Palestinians and Jewish settlers.

Double Revolution in Russia
At the beginning of the war Russia had the largest army in the world, but its generals were 
incompetent, supplies were lacking, and soldiers were poorly trained and equipped. In August 
1914 two Russian armies invaded eastern Germany but were thrown back.

In 1916, after a string of defeats, the Russian army ran out of ammunition and other essential 
supplies. Soldiers were ordered into battle unarmed and told to pick up the rifles of fallen com-
rades. Railroads broke down for lack of fuel and parts, and crops rotted in the fields. Civilians 
faced shortages and widespread hunger. In the cities food and fuel became scarce. During the 
bitterly cold winter of 1916–1917 factory workers and housewives had to line up in front of gro-
cery stores before dawn to get food. The court of Tsar Nicholas II, however, remained as extrava-
gant and corrupt as ever.

In early March 1917 (February by the old Russian calendar), food ran out in Petrograd (St. 
Petersburg), the capital. Women staged mass demonstrations, and soldiers mutinied and joined 
striking workers to form soviets (councils) to take over factories and barracks. A few days later 
the tsar abdicated, and leaders of the parliamentary parties, led by Alexander Kerensky, formed 
a Provisional Government. Thus began what Russians called the “February Revolution.”

Revolutionaries formerly hunted by the tsar’s police came out of hiding. Most numerous 
were the Social Revolutionaries, who advocated the redistribution of land to the peasants. The 
Mensheviks advocated electoral politics and reform in the tradition of European socialists and 
had a large following among intellectuals and factory workers. The Bolsheviks, their rivals, were 
a small but tightly disciplined group of radicals obedient to the will of their leader, Vladimir 
Lenin (1870–1924).

Lenin, the son of a government official, became a revolutionary in his teens when his older 
brother was executed for plotting to kill the tsar. He spent years in exile, first in Siberia and later 
in Switzerland, where he devoted his full attention to organizing his followers. His goal was to 
create a party that would lead the revolution rather than wait for it. He explained: “The will of a 

Gallipoli and 
the Arab Revolt

Britain and the Jewish 
National Homeland

Lenin and the Bolsheviks

Theodore Herzl Austrian 
journalist and founder of the 
Zionist movement urging the 
creation of a Jewish national 
homeland in Palestine.

Balfour Declaration State-
ment issued by Britain’s 
Foreign Secretary Arthur 
Balfour in 1917 favoring the 
establishment of a Jew-
ish national homeland in 
Palestine.

PRIMARY SOURCE: 
The Balfour Declara-

tion Learn which questions 
were considered—and which 
were ignored—as Britain pre-
pared to support the Zionist 
movement.

Bolsheviks Radical Marx-
ist political party founded 
by Vladimir Lenin in 1903. 
Under Lenin’s leadership, the 
Bolsheviks seized power in 
November 1917 during the 
Russian Revolution. 

Vladimir Lenin Leader of the 
Bolshevik (later Communist) 
Party. He lived in exile in 
Switzerland until 1917, then 
returned to Russia to lead 
the Bolsheviks to victory 
during the Russian Revolu-
tion and the civil war that 
followed.

Faisal Arab prince, leader 
of the Arab Revolt in World 
War I. The British made him 
king of Iraq in 1921, and he 
reigned under British protec-
tion until 1933.
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class is sometimes fulfilled by a dictator. . . . Soviet socialist democracy is not in the least incom-
patible with individual rule and dictatorship.”3

In early April 1917 the German government, hoping to destabilize Russia, allowed Lenin to 
travel from Switzerland to Russia in a sealed railway car. As soon as he arrived in Petrograd, he 
announced his program: immediate peace, all power to the soviets, and transfers of land to the 
peasants and factories to the workers. This plan proved immensely popular among soldiers and 
workers exhausted by the war.

The next few months witnessed a tug-of-war between the Provisional Government and the 
various revolutionary factions in Petrograd. When Kerensky ordered another offensive against 
the Germans, Russian soldiers began to desert by the hundreds of thousands, throwing away 
their rifles and walking back to their villages. As the Germans advanced, the government lost 
the little support it had.

Meanwhile, the Bolsheviks were gaining support among the workers of Petrograd and the 
soldiers and sailors stationed there. On November 6, 1917 (October 24 in the Russian calendar), 
they rose up and took over the city, calling their action the “October Revolution.” Their sudden 
move surprised rival revolutionary groups that believed that a “socialist” revolution could hap-
pen only after many years of “bourgeois” rule. Lenin, more interested in power than in the fine 
points of Marxist doctrine, overthrew the Provisional Government and arrested Mensheviks, 
Social Revolutionaries, and other rivals.

Seizing Petrograd was only the first step, for the rest of Russia was in chaos. The Bolshe-
viks nationalized all private land and ordered the peasants to hand over their crops without 
compensation. The peasants, having seized their landlords’ estates, resisted. In the cities the 
Bolsheviks took over the factories and drafted the workers into compulsory labor brigades. To 
enforce his rule Lenin created the Cheka, a secret police force with powers to arrest and execute 
opponents.

The Bolsheviks also sued for peace with Germany and Austria-Hungary. By the Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk, signed on March 3, 1918, Russia lost territories containing a third of its population 
and wealth. Poland, Finland, and the Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania) became inde-
pendent republics. Russian colonies in Central Asia and the Caucasus broke away temporarily.

The End of the War in Western Europe, 1917–1918
Like many Americans, President Woodrow Wilson wanted to stay out of the European conflict. 
For nearly three years he kept the United States neutral and tried to persuade the belligerents 
to compromise. But in late 1916 German leaders decided to starve the British into submission 

by using submarines to sink ships carrying food 
supplies to Great Britain. The Germans knew 
that unrestricted submarine warfare was likely 
to bring the United States into the war, but they 
were willing to gamble that Britain and France 
would collapse before the United States could 
send enough troops to help them.

The submarine campaign resumed on Feb-
ruary 1, 1917, and the German gamble failed. 
The British organized their merchant ships into 
convoys protected by destroyers, and on April 6 
President Wilson asked the United States Con-
gress to declare war on Germany.

In January 1918, President Wilson pre-
sented his Fourteen Points, a peace plan that 
called for the German evacuation of occupied 
lands, the settling of territorial disputes by the 
decisions of the local populations, and the for-
mation of an association of nations to guaran-
tee the independence and territorial integrity 
of all states. In response, General Erich von 
Ludendorff launched a series of surprise attacks 
that pushed to within 40 miles (64 kilometers) 

The October Revolution

Fourteen Points

Woodrow Wilson President 
of the United States (1913–
1921) and the leading figure 
at the Paris Peace Confer-
ence of 1919. He was unable 
to persuade the U.S. Con-
gress to ratify the Treaty of 
Versailles or join the League 
of Nations.

Fourteen Points A peace 
program presented to the 
U.S. Congress by Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson in 
January 1918. It called for 
the evacuation of German-
occupied lands, the drawing 
of borders and the settling 
of territorial disputes by the 
self-determination of the 
affected populations, and 
the founding of an associa-
tion of nations to preserve 
the peace and guarantee 
their territorial integrity. It 
was rejected by Germany, 
but it made Wilson the moral 
leader of the Allies in the last 
year of World War I.

SECTION REVIEW

 ● Europeans greeted the outbreak of war with joy.

 ● After a month-long German advance into Belgium and France, 
armies got bogged down in a line of trenches along the Western 
Front.

 ● Huge battles cost tens of thousands of casualties but did not bring 
victory.

 ● On the home fronts, civilians suffered shortages and women 
entered the work force, while the United States grew richer.

 ● The entry of the Ottoman Empire into the war did not tip the 
balance.

 ● Great Britain promised Jews a “national homeland” in Palestine.

 ● As Russia weakened, Lenin’s Bolsheviks seized power in Novem-
ber 1917.

 ● In 1917 the United States entered the war on the Allied side, and 
Germany began to retreat.

 ● The war ended on November 11, 1918, with the defeat of Germany.
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PEACE AND DISLOCATION IN EUROPE, 1919–1929
The Great War lasted four years. Millions of people had died or been disabled; political tensions 
and resentments lingered; and national economies remained depressed until the mid-1920s. In 
the late 1920s peace and prosperity finally seemed assured, but this hope proved to be illusory.

The Impact of the War
Between 8 million and 10 million people died in the war, almost all of them young men. Among 
the dead were about 2 million Germans, 1.7 million Russians, and 1.7 million Frenchmen. 
 Austria-Hungary lost 1.5 million, the British Empire a million, Italy 460,000, and the United 
States 115,000. Perhaps twice that many returned home wounded, gassed, or shell-shocked, 
many of them injured for life.

War and revolution forced almost 2 million Russians, 750,000 Germans, and 400,000 Hun-
garians to flee their homes. War also led to the expulsion of hundreds of thousands of Greeks 
from Anatolia and Turks from Greece. Many refugees found shelter in France, which welcomed 
1.5 million people to bolster its declining population. About 800,000 immigrants reached the 
United States before immigration laws passed in 1921 and 1924 closed the door to eastern and 
southern Europeans. Canada, Australia, and New Zealand adopted similar restrictions on immi-
gration. The Latin American republics welcomed European refugees, but their poverty discour-
aged potential immigrants.

One unexpected byproduct of the war was the great influenza epidemic of 1918–1919, which 
started among soldiers heading for the Western Front. This virulent strain infected almost 
everyone on earth and killed one person in every forty. Half a million Americans perished in the 
epidemic—five times as many as died in the war. Worldwide, some 20 million people died.

The war also caused serious damage to the environment. No place was ever so completely 
devastated as the scar across France and Belgium known as the Western Front. The fighting rav-
aged forests and demolished towns. The earth was gouged by trenches, pitted with craters, and 
littered with ammunition, broken weapons, chunks of concrete, and the bones of countless sol-
diers. After the war, it took a decade to clear away the debris, rebuild the towns, and create doz-
ens of military cemeteries with neat rows of crosses stretching for miles.

The Peace Treaties
In early 1919 delegates of the victorious powers met in Paris. The defeated powers were kept out 
until the treaties were ready for signing. Russia was not invited.

From the start, three men dominated the Paris Peace Conference: U.S. president Wilson, 
British prime minister David Lloyd George, and French premier Georges Clemenceau (zhorzh 
cluh-mon-SO). They ignored the Italians, who had joined the Allies in 1915. They paid even less 
attention to the delegates of smaller European nations. They rejected the Japanese proposal that 
all races be treated equally. They ignored the Pan-African Congress organized by the African 
American W. E. B. Du Bois to call attention to the concerns of African peoples around the world. 
They also ignored the ten thousand other delegates of various nationalities that did not repre-
sent sovereign states—the Arab leader Faisal, the Zionist Chaim Weizmann, and several Arme-
nian delegations—who came to Paris to lobby for their causes. They were, in the words of Brit-
ain’s Foreign Secretary Balfour, “three all-powerful, all-ignorant men, sitting there and carving 
up continents”4 (see Map 28.3).

Wilson, a high-minded idealist, wanted to apply the principle of self-determination to Euro-
pean affairs, by which he meant creating nations that reflected ethnic or linguistic divisions. He 

Refugees and Immigrants

The Flu Epidemic

Environmental Damage

The League of Nations

of Paris, but victory eluded him. Meanwhile, every month brought another 250,000 American 
troops to the front. In August the Allies counterattacked, and the Germans began a retreat that 
could not be halted.

In late October Ludendorff resigned, and sailors in the German fleet mutinied. Two weeks 
later, a new German government signed an armistice. At 11 a.m. on November 11, the guns on 
the Western Front went silent.
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proposed a League of Nations, a world organization to safeguard the peace and foster interna-
tional cooperation. His idealism clashed with the more hardheaded and self-serving national-
ism of the Europeans. Lloyd George insisted that Germany pay a heavy indemnity. Clemenceau 
wanted Germany to return Alsace and Lorraine, provinces of France before 1871.

The result was a series of compromises that satisfied no one. The European powers formed 
a League of Nations, but the United States Congress refused to let the United States join. France 
recovered Alsace and Lorraine but had to content itself with vague promises of British and 
American protection if Germany ever rebuilt its army. Britain acquired new territories in Africa 
and the Middle East but was greatly weakened by human losses and the disruption of its trade.

On June 28, 1919, the German delegates reluctantly signed the Treaty of Versailles (vuhr-
SIGH). Germany was forbidden to have an air force and was permitted only a token army and 
navy. It also gave up large parts of its eastern territory to a newly reconstituted Poland. The Allies 
made Germany promise to pay reparations to compensate the victors for their losses, but they 
did not set a figure or a period of time for payment. A “guilt clause,” which was to rankle for years 
to come, obliged the Germans to accept “responsibility for causing all the loss and damage” of 
the war. The treaty left Germany humiliated but largely intact. Establishing a peace neither of 
punishment nor of reconciliation, it was one of the great failures in history.

Meanwhile, the Austro-Hungarian Empire fell apart. New countries appeared in the lands 
lost by Russia, Germany, and Austria-Hungary: Poland, resurrected after over a century; Czecho-
slovakia, created from the northern third of Austria-Hungary; and Yugoslavia, combining Serbia 
and the former south Slav provinces of Austria-Hungary. The new boundaries coincided with the 
major linguistic groups of eastern Europe, but they all contained disaffected minorities. These 
small nations were safe only as long as Germany and Russia lay defeated and prostrate.

Russian Civil War and the New Economic Policy
In December 1918, civil war broke out in Russia. The Communists—as the Bolsheviks called 
themselves after March 1918—held central Russia, but all the surrounding provinces rose up 
against them. Counter-revolutionary armies led by former tsarist officers obtained weapons 
and supplies from the Allies. For three years the two sides burned farms and confiscated crops, 
causing a famine that claimed 3 million victims, more than had died in Russia in seven years of 
fighting. By 1921 the Communists had defeated most of their enemies.

Finland, the Baltic states, and Poland remained independent, but the Red Army recon-
quered other parts of the tsar’s empire one by one. In 1922, Ukraine merged with Russia to cre-
ate the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), or Soviet Union. In 1920–1921 the Red Army 
reconquered the Caucasus and replaced the indigenous leaders with Russians. In 1922 the new 
Soviet republics of Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan joined the USSR. In this way the Bolshe-
viks retained control over lands and peoples that had been part of the tsar’s empire.

Years of warfare, revolution, and mismanagement had ruined the Russian economy. Facto-
ries and railroads had shut down for lack of fuel, raw materials, and parts. Farmland had been 
devastated and livestock killed, causing hunger in the cities. Finding himself master of a coun-
try in ruin, Lenin announced the New Economic Policy (NEP) in 1923. It allowed peasants to 
own land and sell their crops, private merchants to trade, and private workshops to produce 
goods and sell them on the free market. Only the biggest businesses, such as banks, railroads, 
and factories, remained under government ownership.

The relaxation of controls had an immediate effect. Production began to climb, and food 
and other goods became available. But the NEP reflected no change in the ultimate goals of the 
Communist Party. It merely provided breathing space, what Lenin called “two steps back to 
advance one step forward.” The Communists had every intention of creating a modern indus-
trial economy without private property. This meant investing in heavy industry and electrifica-
tion and moving farmers to the cities to work in the new industries. It also meant providing food 
for the urban workers without spending scarce resources to purchase it from the peasants. In 
other words, it meant making the peasants, the great majority of the Soviet people, pay for the 
industrialization of Russia. This policy turned them into bitter enemies of the Communists.

When Lenin died in January 1924, his associates jockeyed for power. The leading contend-
ers were Leon Trotsky, commander of the Red Army, and Joseph Stalin, general secretary of the 
Communist Party. Trotsky had the support of many “Old Bolsheviks” who had joined the party 
before the revolution. Having spent years in exile, he saw the revolution as a spark that would 

The Treaty of Versailles

League of Nations Interna-
tional organization founded 
in 1919 to promote world 
peace and cooperation but 
greatly weakened by the 
refusal of the United States 
to join. It proved ineffectual 
in stopping aggression by 
Italy, Japan, and Germany in 
the 1930s, and it was super-
seded by the United Nations 
in 1945.

Treaty of Versailles The 
treaty imposed on Germany 
by France, Great Britain, the 
United States, and other 
Allied Powers after World 
War I. It demanded that Ger-
many dismantle its military 
and give up some lands to 
Poland. It was resented by 
many Germans.

New Economic Policy 
Policy proclaimed by Vladi-
mir Lenin in 1923 to encour-
age the revival of the Soviet 
economy by allowing small 
private enterprises. Joseph 
Stalin ended the NEP in 1928 
and replaced it with a series 
of Five-Year Plans.

PRIMARY SOURCE: 
Comments of the Ger-

man Delegation to the Paris 
Peace Conference on the 
Conditions of Peace, Octo-
ber 1919 Read Germany’s 
response to the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, which deprived it of its 
colonies, 13 percent of its land, 
and 10 percent of its population.

PRIMARY SOURCE: An 
Economist Analyzes the 

Versailles Treaty and Finds 
It Lacking Read how an Amer-
ican economist condemned the 
Allies for ignoring, in the provi-
sions of the Versailles Treaty, 
“the economic rehabilitation of 
Europe.”

AP* Exam Tip  Be able 
to identify and discuss the 
social reforms that devel-
oped with revolutions such 
as the Russian Revolution.

      Copyright 2011 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). 
Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



ignite a world revolution of the working class. Stalin, the only leading Communist who had never 
lived abroad, insisted that socialism could survive “in one country.”

Stalin filled the party bureaucracy with individuals loyal to himself. In 1926–1927 he had 
Trotsky expelled for “deviation from the party line,” and in January 1929 he forced Trotsky to flee 
the country. Then, as absolute master of the party, he prepared to industrialize the Soviet Union 
at breakneck speed.

An Ephemeral Peace
After the enormous sacrifices made during the war, the survivors developed hugely unrealis-
tic expectations and were soon disillusioned. Conservatives in Britain and France longed for a 
return to the stability of the prewar era—the hierarchy of social classes, prosperous world trade, 
and European dominance over the rest of the world. All over the rest of the world, people’s hopes 
had been raised by the rhetoric of the war, then dashed by its outcome. In Europe, Germans felt 

Stalin and Trotsky
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MAP 28.3  Territorial Changes in Europe After World War I Although the heaviest fighting took place in western Europe, the 
territorial changes there were relatively minor. In eastern Europe, in contrast, the changes were enormous. The disintegration 
of the Austro-Hungary Empire and the defeat of Russia allowed a belt of new countries to arise, stretching from Finland in the 
north to Yugoslavia in the south.
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Lenin the Orator  The leader of the Bolshevik revolutionaries was a spellbinding orator. Here Lenin is addressing Red Army 
soldiers in Sverdlov Square, Moscow, in 1920.
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SECTION REVIEW

 ● The war caused millions of deaths and injuries and millions of refugees.

 ● France, Britain, and the United States dominated the Paris Peace Con-
ference, refusing to listen to other voices.

 ● The United States refused to join the League of Nations, thereby weak-
ening it.

 ● The Treaty of Versailles humiliated Germany but did not weaken it, thus 
becoming one of the big mistakes in history.

 ● When Austria-Hungary and Russia fell apart, several smaller nations 
arose in Europe, creating another source of potential conflict.

 ● After the Bolshevik victory in the Civil War, the Russian economy was 
in ruins, and Stalin took power.

 ● After the German hyperinflation of 1923 was resolved, the world econ-
omy began to prosper in 1924.

cheated out of a victory that had seemed within their grasp, and Italians were disappointed that 
their sacrifices had not been rewarded with large territorial gains. Arabs and Indians longed for 
independence; the Chinese looked for social justice and a lessening of foreign intrusion; and the 
Japanese hoped to expand their influence in China. In Russia, the Communists were eager to 
consolidate their power and export their revolution to the rest of the world.

In 1923 Germany suspended reparations payments. In retaliation for the French occupa-
tion of the Ruhr, the German government began printing money recklessly, causing the most 

severe inflation the world had ever seen. 
Soon German money was worth so little 
that it took a wheel-barrow full of it to buy 
a loaf of bread. As Germany teetered on 
the brink of civil war, radical nationalists 
tried to overthrow the government. Finally, 
the German government issued a new cur-
rency and promised to resume reparations 
payments, and the French agreed to with-
draw their troops from the Ruhr.

Beginning in 1924 the world enjoyed 
a few years of calm and prosperity. After 
the end of the German crisis of 1923, the 
western European nations became less 
confrontational, and Germany joined the 
League of Nations. The vexed issue of repa-
rations also seemed to vanish, as Germany 
borrowed money from New York banks to 
make its payments to France and Britain, 

German Hyperinflation
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which used the money to repay their wartime loans from the United States. This triangular flow 
of money, based on credit, stimulated the rapid recovery of the European economies. France 
began rebuilding its war-torn northern zone; Germany recovered from its hyperinflation; and a 
boom began in the United States that was to last for five years.

While their economies flourished, governments grew more cautious and businesslike. Even 
the Communists, after Lenin’s death, seemed to give up their attempts to spread revolution 
abroad. Yet neither Germany nor the Soviet Union accepted its borders with the small nations 
that had arisen between them. In 1922 they signed a secret pact allowing the German army to 
conduct maneuvers in Russia (in violation of the Versailles treaty) in exchange for German help 
in building up Russian industry and military potential.

The League of Nations proved adept at resolving numerous technical issues pertaining to 
health, labor relations, and postal and telegraph communications. Without U.S. participation, 
however, sanctions against states that violated League rules carried little weight.

Mid-Twenties Prosperity

CHINA AND JAPAN: CONTRASTING DESTINIES
China and Japan were both subject to Western pressures, but their modern histories have been 
completely opposite. China clung much longer than Japan to a traditional social structure and 
economy, then collapsed into chaos and revolution. Japan experienced reform from above (see 
Chapter 26), acquiring industry and a powerful military, which it used to take advantage of Chi-
na’s weakness. Their different reactions to the pressures of the West put these two great nations 
on a collision course.

The Bund in Shanghai  On the Bund, the most important street in Shanghai, banks, corporate headquarters, and luxury hotels 
faced the waterfront where ships from around the world docked. Although Shanghai was China’s industrial and commercial 
center, many of its workers loaded and unloaded ships by hand or pulled wealthy customers in rickshaws.
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AP* Exam Tip  
The rise of nationalism 
in China and Japan is an 
important comparison 
point.

      Copyright 2011 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). 
Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



China and Japan: Contrasting Destinies  813

Social and Economic Change
China’s population—about 400 million in 1900—was the largest of any country in the world and 
growing fast. In 1900 peasant plots averaged between 1 and 4 acres (less than 2 hectares) apiece, 
half as large as they had been two generations earlier. Farming methods had not changed in 
centuries, and landlords and tax collectors took more than half of the harvest. Most Chinese 
worked incessantly, survived on a diet of grain and vegetables, and spent their lives in fear of 
floods, bandits, and tax collectors.

Above the peasantry, Chinese society was divided into many groups and strata. Landowners 
lived off the rents of their tenants. Officials, chosen through an elaborate examination system, 
enriched themselves from taxes and the government’s monopolies on salt, iron, and other prod-
ucts. Shanghai, China’s financial and commercial center, was famous for its wealthy foreigners 
and its opium addicts, prostitutes, and gangsters.

Although foreign trade represented only a small part of China’s economy, contact with the 
outside world had a tremendous impact on Chinese politics. Young men living in the treaty ports 
saw no chance for advancement in the old system of examinations and official positions. Some 
learned foreign ideas in Christian mission schools or abroad. The contrast between the squalor 
in which most urban residents lived and the luxury of the foreigners’ enclaves in the treaty ports 
sharpened the resentment of educated Chinese.

Japan had few natural resources and very little arable land on which to grow food for its 
rising population. Typhoons regularly hit its southern regions, and earthquakes periodically 
shook the country, which lies on the great ring of tectonic fault lines that surround the Pacific 
Ocean. The Kanto earthquake of 1923 destroyed all of Yokohama and half of Tokyo and killed 
some 200,000 people.

Japan’s population reached 60 million in 1925 and was increasing by a million a year. The 
crash program of industrialization begun in 1868 by the Meiji oligarchs (see Chapter 26) accel-
erated during the First World War, when Japan’s economy grew four times as fast as western 
Europe’s and eight times faster than China’s.

Economic growth aggravated social tensions. The narikin (“new rich”) affected West-
ern ways and lifestyles that clashed with the austerity of earlier times. In the big cities mobos 
(modern boys) and mogas (modern girls) shocked traditionalists with their foreign ways: danc-
ing together, wearing short skirts and tight pants, and behaving like Americans. Students who 
flirted with dangerous thoughts were called “Marx boys.”

The main beneficiaries of prosperity were the zaibatsu (zie-BOT-soo), or conglomerates, 
four of which—Mitsubishi, Sumitomo, Yasuda, and Mitsui—controlled most of Japan’s industry 
and commerce. Farmers, who constituted half of the population, remained poor; in desperation 
some sold their daughters to textile mills or into domestic service. Labor unions were weak and 
repressed by the police.

Japanese prosperity depended on foreign trade. The country exported silk and light manu-
factures and imported almost all its fuel, raw materials, and machine tools, and even some of its 
food. Though less at the mercy of the weather than China, Japan was much more vulnerable to 
swings in the world economy.

Revolution and War, 1900–1918
In 1900 China’s Empress Dowager Cixi (TSUH-shee), who had seized power in a palace coup 
two years earlier, encouraged a secret society, the Righteous Fists, or Boxers, to rise up and expel 
all the foreigners from China. When the Boxers threatened the foreign legation in Beijing, an 
international force from the Western powers and Japan captured the city and forced China to 
pay a huge indemnity. Shocked by these events, many Chinese students became convinced that 
China needed a revolution to get rid of the Qing dynasty and modernize their country.

When Cixi died in 1908, the Revolutionary Alliance led by Sun Yat-sen (soon yot-SEN) 
(1867–1925) prepared to take over. Sun had spent much of his life in Japan, England, and the 
United States, plotting the overthrow of the Qing dynasty. His ideas were a mixture of national-
ism, socialism, and Confucian philosophy. His patriotism, his powerful ambition, and his tena-
cious spirit attracted a large following.

The “New Rich”

Sun Yat-sen 
and Yuan Shikai

PRIMARY SOURCE: Two 
Proclamations of the 

Boxer Rebellion The secret 
society known as “The Righ-
teous and Harmonious Fists” 
announces its intention to kill 
the “foreign devils” plaguing 
China.

Sun Yat-sen Chinese 
nationalist revolutionary, 
founder and leader of the 
Guomindang until his death. 
He attempted to create a 
liberal democratic political 
movement in China but was 
thwarted by military leaders.
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The military thwarted Sun’s plans. After China’s defeat in the war with Japan in 1895, the gov-
ernment had agreed to equip the army with modern rifles and machine guns. This,  combined 
with the fact that local armies were beholden to warlords rather than to the central govern-
ment, created a threatening situation for the Qing. When a regional army mutinied in October 
1911, Yuan Shikai (you-AHN she-KIE), the most powerful of the regional generals, refused to 
defend the Qing. A revolutionary assembly at Nanjing elected Sun Yat-sen president of China in 
December 1911, but he had no military forces at his command. To avoid a clash with the army, 
he resigned after a few weeks, and a new national assembly elected Yuan president of the new 
Chinese republic.

Yuan was an able military leader, but he had no political program. When Sun reorganized 
his followers into a political party called Guomindang (gwo-min-dong) (National People’s 
Party), Yuan quashed every attempt at creating a Western-style government and harassed Sun’s 
followers. Victory in the first round of the struggle to create a new China went to the military.

Meanwhile, the Japanese were quick to join the Allied side in World War I, since they saw 
the war as an opportunity to advance their interests while the Europeans were occupied else-
where. They quickly conquered the German colonies in the northern Pacific and on the coast 
of China, then turned their attention to the rest of China. In 1915 Japan presented China with 
Twenty-One Demands, which would have turned it into a virtual protectorate. Britain and the 
United States persuaded Japan to soften the demands but could not prevent it from keeping the 
German coastal enclaves and extracting railroad and mining concessions at China’s expense. 
In protest, anti-Japanese riots and boycotts broke out throughout China. Thus began a bitter 
struggle between the two countries that was to last for thirty years.

Chinese Warlords and the Guomindang, 1919–1929
At the Paris Peace Conference, the great powers accepted Japan’s seizure of the German enclaves 
in China. To many Chinese, this decision was a cruel insult. On May 4, 1919, students dem-
onstrated in front of the Forbidden City of Beijing. Despite a government ban, the May Fourth 
Movement spread to other parts of China. A new generation was growing up to challenge the old 
officials, the regional generals, and the foreigners.

Sun Yat-sen tried to make a comeback in Guangzhou (Canton) in the early 1920s. Though 
not a Communist, he was impressed with the efficiency of Lenin’s revolutionary tactics and let a 
Soviet adviser reorganize the Guomindang along Leninist lines. He also welcomed members of 
the newly created Chinese Communist Party into the Guomindang.

When Sun died in 1925, the leadership of his party passed to Jiang Jieshi, known in the West 
as Chiang Kai-shek (chang kie-shek) (1887–1975). An officer and director of the military acad-
emy, Chiang trained several hundred young officers who remained loyal to him thereafter. In 
1927 he determined to defeat the regional warlords. As his army moved north from its base in 
Canton, he briefly formed an alliance with the Communists. Once his troops occupied Shanghai, 
however, he crushed the labor unions and decimated the Communists, whom he considered a 
threat. He then defeated or co-opted most of the other warlords and established a dictatorship.

Chiang’s government issued ambitious plans to build railroads, develop agriculture and 
industry, and modernize China from the top down. However, his followers were neither com-

petent administrators nor ruthless modernizers. 
Instead, his government attracted thousands of 
opportunists whose goals were to “become officials 
and get rich” by taxing and plundering businesses. 
In the countryside tax collectors and landowners 
squeezed the peasants ever harder, even in times 
of natural disasters. What little money reached the 
government’s coffers went to the military. Thus 
for twenty years after the fall of the Qing, China 
remained mired in poverty, subject to corrupt offi-
cials and the whims of nature.

Chiang Kai-shek

PRIMARY SOURCE: The 
Three People’s Princi-

ples and the Future of the 
Chinese People Decrying the 
gulf between rich and poor in 
Europe and America, Sun Yat-
sen calls for a revolution in 
China that will ensure prosper-
ity and social justice.

Yuan Shikai Chinese gen-
eral and first president of 
the Chinese Republic (1912–
1916). He stood in the way of 
the democratic movement 
led by Sun Yat-sen.

Guomindang Nationalist 
political party founded on 
democratic principles by 
Sun Yat-sen in 1912. After 
1925, the party was headed 
by Chiang Kai-shek, who 
turned it into an increasingly 
authoritarian movement.

SECTION REVIEW

 ● Japan prospered during the war and quickly modernized; it also 
began preying on China.

 ● When the Qing dynasty ended in 1911, the regional general 
Yuan Shikai took over China and repressed Sun Yat-sen’s party, 
the Guomindang.

 ● After Sun Yat-sen’s death, Chiang Kai-shek established a cor-
rupt military dictatorship.

Chiang Kai-shek Chinese 
military and political leader. 
Succeeded Sun Yat-sen as 
head of the Guomindang in 
1925; headed the Chinese 
government from 1928 to 
1949; fought against the 
Chinese Communists and 
Japanese invaders. After 
1949 he headed the Chinese 
Nationalist government in 
Taiwan.

      Copyright 2011 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). 
Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



The New Middle East  815

THE NEW MIDDLE EAST

mandate system Allocation 
of former German colonies 
and Ottoman possessions to 
the victorious powers after 
World War I, to be admin-
istered under League of 
Nations supervision.

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk  After World War I, Mustafa Kemal 
was determined to modernize Turkey on the Western model. 
Here he is shown wearing a European-style suit and teaching 
the Latin alphabet.St

oc
k M

on
ta

ge

After the war, the Arab peoples expected to have a say in the outcome of the Great War. But the 
victorious French and British planned to treat the Middle East like a territory open to colonial 
rule. The result was a legacy of instability that has persisted to this day.

The Mandate System
At the Paris Peace Conference, France, Britain, Italy, and Japan proposed to divide the former 
German colonies and the territories of the Ottoman Empire among themselves, but their ambi-
tions clashed with President Wilson’s ideal of national self-determination. Eventually, the victors 
arrived at a compromise solution called the mandate system: colonial rulers would administer 
the territories but would be accountable to the League of Nations for “the material and moral 
well-being and the social progress of the inhabitants.”

Class C Mandates—those with the smallest populations—were treated as colonies by their 
conquerors. South Africa replaced Germany in Southwest Africa (now Namibia); Britain, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, and Japan took over the German islands in the Pacific. Class B Mandates, 
larger than Class C but still underdeveloped, were to be ruled for the benefit of their inhabitants 
under League of Nations supervision. Most of Germany’s African colonies fell into this category.

The Arab-speaking territories of the old Ottoman Empire were Class A Mandates. The 
League of Nations declared that they had “reached a state of development where their existence 
as independent nations can be provisionally recognized subject to the rendering of administra-
tive advice and assistance by a Mandatory, until such time as they are able to stand alone.” While 
Arabs interpreted this ambiguous wording as a promise of independence, Britain and France 
sent troops into the region “for the benefit of its inhabitants.” Palestine (now Israel), Transjor-
dan (now Jordan), and Iraq (formerly Mesopotamia) became British mandates; France claimed 
Syria and Lebanon (see Map 28.4). (See Diversity and Dominance: The Middle East After World 
War I.)

The Rise of Modern Turkey
At the end of the war, as the Ottoman Empire teetered on the 
brink of collapse, France, Britain, and Italy saw an opportunity 
to expand their empires, and Greece eyed those parts of Ana-
tolia inhabited by Greeks. In 1919 French, British, Italian, and 
Greek forces occupied Constantinople and parts of Anatolia. 
By the Treaty of Sèvres (1920) the Allies made the sultan give 
up most of his lands.

In 1919 Mustafa Kemal had formed a nationalist gov-
ernment in central Anatolia with the backing of fellow army 
officers. In 1922, after a short but fierce war against invading 
Greeks, his armies reconquered Anatolia and the area around 
Constantinople. The victorious Turks forced hundreds of 
thousands of Greeks from their ancestral homes in Anatolia. 
In response the Greek government expelled all Muslims from 
Greece.

      Copyright 2011 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). 
Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



816

During the First World War, Entente forces invaded and occu-
pied Palestine, Mesopotamia, and Syria. This raised the ques-
tion of what to do with these territories after the war. Would 
they be returned to the Ottoman Empire? Would they simply be 
added to the colonial empires of Britain and France? Or would 
they become independent Arab states?

The following documents illustrate the diversity of opinions 
among various groups planning the postwar settlement: Great 
Britain, concerned with defeating Germany and maintaining 
its empire; the United States, basing its policies on lofty prin-
ciples; and Arab delegates from the Middle East, seeking self-
determination.

In the early twentieth century, in response to the rise of anti-
Semitism in Europe, a movement called Zionism had arisen 
among European Jews. Zionists, led by Theodore Herzl, hoped 
for a return to Israel, the ancestral homeland of the Jewish peo-
ple. For two thousand years this land had been a province of 
various empires—the Roman, Byzantine, Arab, and Ottoman—
and was inhabited by Arabic-speaking people, most of whom 
practiced the Islamic religion.

During the war the British government was receptive to the 
idea of establishing a Jewish homeland in Palestine. It was moti-
vated by the need to win the war, but it also considered the more 
distant future. The result was a policy statement, sent by Foreign 
Secretary Arthur James Balfour to Baron Rothschild, a promi-
nent supporter of the Zionist movement in England. This state-
ment, called the “Balfour Declaration,” has haunted the Middle 
East ever since.

The Balfour Declaration of 1917

Foreign Office
November 2nd, 1917

Dear Lord Rothschild:
I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of His 

Majesty’s Government, the following declaration of sympathy 
with Jewish Zionist aspirations which have been submitted to, 
and approved by, the Cabinet:

His Majesty’s Government view with favor the estab-
lishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jew-
ish people, and will use their best endeavors to facili-
tate the achievement of this object, it being clearly 
understood that nothing shall be done which may 
prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing 
non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights 
and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other 
country.

I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to 
the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

Yours,
Arthur James Balfour

On January 8, 1918, the American president Woodrow Wilson 
issued his famous Fourteen Points proposal to end the war. Much 
of his speech was devoted to European affairs or to international 
relations in general, but two of his fourteen points referred to the 
Arab world.

Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points
What we demand in this war . . . is that the world be made fit 
and safe to live in; and particularly that it be made safe for 
every peace-loving nation which, like our own, wishes to live 
its own life, determine its own institutions, be assured of jus-
tice and fair dealing by the other peoples of the world as against 
force and selfish aggression. All the peoples of the world are 
in effect partners in this interest, and for our own part we see 
very clearly that unless justice be done to others it will not be 
done to us. The programme of the world’s peace, therefore, is 
our programme; and that programme, the only possible pro-
gramme, as we see it, is this:

XII.  The Turkish portions of the present Ottoman Empire 
should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the other 
nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should 
be assured an undoubted security of life and an 

DIVERSITY + DOMINANCE

The Middle East After World War I

As a war hero and proclaimed savior of his country, Kemal was able to impose wrenching 
changes on his people. An outspoken modernizer, he was eager to bring Turkey closer to Europe 
as quickly as possible. He abolished the sultanate, declared Turkey a secular republic, and intro-
duced European laws. In a radical break with Islamic tradition, he suppressed Muslim courts, 
schools, and religious orders and replaced the Arabic alphabet with the Latin alphabet.

Kemal attempted to westernize the traditional Turkish family. Women received civil equal-
ity, including the right to vote and to be elected to the national assembly. Kemal forbade polyg-
amy and instituted civil marriage and divorce. He even changed people’s clothing, strongly 
discouraging women from veiling their faces, and replaced the fez, until then the traditional 
Turkish men’s hat, with the European brimmed hat. He ordered everyone to take a family name, 
choosing the name Atatürk (“father of the Turks”) for himself. His reforms spread quickly in the 
cities; but in rural areas, where Islamic traditions remained strong, people resisted them for a 
long time.

Atatürk The founder of mod-
ern Turkey. He distinguished 
himself in the defense of 
Gallipoli in World War I and 
expelled a Greek expedition-
ary army from Anatolia in 
1921–1922. He replaced the 
Ottoman Empire with the 
Turkish Republic in 1923. 
As president, he pushed 
through a radical Western-
ization and reform of Turkish 
society.
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5.  In the event of America not finding herself in a position 
to accept our desire for assistance, we will seek this assis-
tance from Great Britain, also provided that such does 
not prejudice our complete independence and unity of 
our country and that the duration of such assistance 
does not exceed that mentioned in the previous article.

6.  We do not acknowledge any right claimed by the French 
Government in any part whatever of our Syrian country 
and refuse that she should assist us or have a hand in our 
country under any circumstances and in any place.

7.  We opposed the pretensions of the Zionists to create a 
Jewish commonwealth in the southern part of Syria, 
known as Palestine, and oppose Zionist migration to any 
part of our country; for we do not acknowledge their title 
but consider them a grave peril to our people from the 
national, economical, and political points of view. Our 
Jewish compatriots shall enjoy our common rights and 
assume our common responsibilities.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS
1. Was there a contradiction between Balfour’s proposal to 

establish “a national home for the Jewish people” and the 
promise “that nothing shall be done which may prejudice 
the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish commu-
nities in Palestine”? If so, why did he make two contradic-
tory promises?

2. How would Woodrow Wilson’s statements about “an abso-
lutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous develop-
ment” apply to Palestine?

3. Why did the delegates to the Syrian General Congress 
object to the plan to create mandates in the former Otto-
man provinces? What alternatives did they offer?

4. Why did the delegates object to the creation of a Jewish 
commonwealth?

Source: The Balfour Declaration, The Times (London), November 9, 1917. 
Memorandum of the General Syrian Congress, Foreign Relations of the United 
States: Paris Peace Conference, vol. 12 (Washington, DC: Government Printing 
Office, 1919), 780–781.

absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous 
development. . . .

When the war ended, the victorious Allies assembled in Paris to 
determine, among other things, the fate of the former Arab prov-
inces of the Ottoman Empire. Arab leaders had reason to doubt 
the intentions of the great powers, especially Britain and France. 
When the Allies decided to create mandates in the Arab terri-
tories on the grounds that the Arab peoples were not ready for 
independence, Arab leaders expressed their misgivings, as in the 
following statement:

Memorandum of the General Syrian 
Congress, July 2, 1919
We the undersigned members of the General Syrian Congress, 
meeting in Damascus on Wednesday, July 2nd, 1919, made up 
of representatives from the three Zones, viz., The Southern, 
Eastern, and Western, provided with credentials and autho-
rizations by the inhabitants of our various districts, Moslems, 
Christians, and Jews, have agreed upon the following state-
ment of the desires of the people of the country who have 
elected us. . . .

1.  We ask absolutely complete political independence for 
Syria. . . .

3.  Considering the fact that the Arabs inhabiting the Syr-
ian area are not naturally less gifted than other more 
advanced races and that they are by no means less 
developed than the Bulgarians, Serbians, Greeks, and 
Roumanians at the beginning of their independence, we 
protest against Article 22 of the Covenant of the League 
of Nations, placing us among the nations in their middle 
stage of development which stand in need of a manda-
tory power.

4.  . . . . relying on the declarations of President Wilson that 
his object in waging war was to put an end to the ambi-
tion of conquest and colonization, . . . and believing that 
the American Nation is furthest from any thought of col-
onization and has no political ambition in our country, 
we will seek the technical and economic assistance from 
the United States of America, provided that such assis-
tance does not exceed 20 years.

Arab Lands and the Question of Palestine
Among the Arab people, the thinly disguised colonialism of the mandate system set off protests 
and rebellions. Arabs viewed the European presence not as liberation from Ottoman oppres-
sion, but as foreign occupation.

After World War I Middle Eastern society underwent dramatic changes. Trucks replaced 
camel caravans. Landless peasants migrated to the swelling cities. The population of the region 
is estimated to have increased by 50 percent between 1914 and 1939, while that of large cities 
such as Constantinople, Baghdad, and Cairo doubled.

The urban and mercantile middle class, encouraged by the transformation of Turkey, 
adopted Western ideas, customs, and styles of housing and clothing. Some families sent their 
sons to European secular or mission schools, then to Western colleges in Cairo and Beirut or 
universities abroad, to prepare for jobs in government and business. A few women became 
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schoolteachers or nurses. There were great variations, ranging from Lebanon, with its strong 
French influence, to Arabia and Iran, which retained their cultural traditions.

The region in closest contact with Europe was the Maghrib—Algeria, Tunisia, and 
Morocco—which the French army considered its private domain. Alongside the old native quar-
ters, the French built modern neighborhoods inhabited mainly by Europeans. France had occu-
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MAP 28.4  Territorial Changes in the Middle East After World War I The defeat and dismemberment of the Ottoman 
Empire at the end of World War I resulted in an entirely new political map of the region. The Turkish Republic inherited Anatolia 
and a small piece of the Balkans, while the Ottoman Empire’s Arab provinces were divided between France and Great Britain. 
Only Iran and Egypt did not change.
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The Jewish Settlement of Palestine  Thousands of Jews fleeing persecution and discrimination 
in Europe settled on the land and founded kibbutzim, or collective farms. In this picture taken in 
1912, an eighty-four-year-old immigrant from Russia learns to plow the land.
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SECTION REVIEW

 ● Former Arab provinces of the Ottoman Empire became “man-
dates” under French or British control.

 ● Mustafa Kemal Atatürk expelled the Greek minority from Ana-
tolia and founded the Turkish Republic, then pushed it toward 
secular reform.

 ● As Middle Eastern society modernized, the Arabs became more 
politically active but had to endure the mandate system.

 ● Jewish immigration to Palestine caused growing tensions 
between Jews, Arabs, and the British.

pied Algeria since 1830 and had encouraged European immigration. The settlers owned the best 
lands and monopolized government jobs and businesses, while Arabs and Berbers remained 
poor and suffered intense discrimination.

The British attempted to control the Middle East with a mixture of bribery and intimidation. 
They made Faisal, leader of the Arab Revolt, king of Iraq and used bombers to quell rural insur-
rections. In 1931 they reached an agreement with King Faisal’s government: official indepen-
dence for Iraq in exchange for the right to keep two air bases, a military alliance, and an assured 
flow of petroleum. France, meanwhile, sent thousands of troops to Syria and Lebanon to crush 
nationalist uprisings.

In Egypt, as in Iraq, the British substituted a phony independence for official colonialism. 
They declared Egypt independent in 1922 but reserved the right to station troops along the Suez 
Canal to secure their link with India in the event of war. Most galling to the Wafd (Nationalist) 

Party was the British attempt to remove Egyptian 
troops from Sudan, a land many Egyptians consid-
ered a colony of Egypt. Britain was successful in 
keeping Egypt in limbo—neither independent nor 
a colony—thanks to an alliance with King Fouad 
and conservative Egyptian politicians who feared 
both secular and religious radicalism.

Before the war, a Jewish minority lived in Pal-
estine, as in other Arab countries. Small numbers 
of Jews had been immigrating to Palestine since 
the nineteenth century, but as soon as Palestine 
became a British mandate in 1920, many more 
came from Europe, encouraged by the Balfour 
Declaration of 1917. Most settled in the cities, but 

Britain in the Middle East 
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some established kibbutzim, or communal farms. Their goals were to become self-sufficient and 
to reestablish their ties to the land of their ancestors. The purchases of land by Jewish agencies 
angered the indigenous Palestinians, especially tenant farmers who had been evicted to make 
room for settlers. In 1920–1921 riots erupted between Jews and Arabs. When far more Jewish 
immigrants arrived than they had anticipated, the British tried to limit immigration, thereby 
alienating the Jews without mollifying the Arabs. Increasingly, Jews arrived without papers, 
smuggled in by militant Zionist organizations. In the 1930s the country was torn by strikes and 
guerrilla warfare that the British could not control. In the process, Britain earned the hatred of 
both sides and of many other people in the Arab world.

Jewish Migration 
to Palestine

SOCIETY, CULTURE, AND TECHNOLOGY 
IN THE INDUSTRIALIZED WORLD

With the signing of the peace treaties, the countries that had fought for four years turned their 
efforts toward building a new future. Advances in science offered astonishing new insights into 
the mysteries of nature and the universe. New technologies, many of them pioneered in the 
United States, promised to change the daily lives of millions of people.

Class and Gender
The war had left a deep imprint on European society and culture. After the war, class distinc-
tions began to fade. Many European aristocrats had died on the battlefields, and with them went 
their class’s long domination of the army, the diplomatic corps, and other elite sectors of society. 
The United States and Canada had never had as rigidly defined a class structure as European 
societies or as elaborate a set of traditions and manners. On both sides of the Atlantic, engi-
neers, businessmen, lawyers, and other professionals rose to prominence, increasing the rela-
tive importance of the middle class.

The activities of governments had expanded during the war and continued to grow, creat-
ing a need for thousands more bureaucrats. Governments provided housing, highways, schools, 
public health facilities, broadcasting, and other services. Department stores, banks, insurance 
companies, and other businesses also increased the white-collar work force. The working class 
did not expand, however. The introduction of new machines and new ways of organizing work, 
such as the automobile assembly line that Henry Ford devised, increased workers’ productivity 
so that greater outputs could be achieved without a larger labor force.

Women’s lives changed more rapidly in the 1920s than ever before. Although the end of the 
war marked a retreat from wartime job opportunities, some women remained in the work force. 
The young and wealthy enjoyed more personal freedoms than their mothers had before the war; 
they drove cars, played sports, traveled alone, and smoked in public. For others, the upheavals of 
war brought more suffering than liberation. Millions of women had lost their fathers, brothers, 
sons, husbands, and fiancés in the war or in the great influenza epidemic. After the war many 
single women led lives of loneliness and destitution.

In Europe and North America advocates of women’s rights had been demanding the vote 
for women since the 1890s. New Zealand was the only nation to grant women the vote before 
the twentieth century. Women in Norway were the first to obtain it in Europe, in 1915. Russian 
women followed in 1917, and Canadians and Germans in 1918. Britain gave women over age 
thirty the vote in 1918 and later extended it to younger women. The Nineteenth Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution granted suffrage to American women in 1920. Women in Turkey began vot-
ing in 1934. Most other countries did not allow women to vote until after 1945. Everywhere, their 
influence on politics was less radical than feminists had hoped and conservatives had feared. 
Even when it did not alter politics and government, however, the right to vote was a potent 
symbol.

Women were active in many other areas besides the suffrage movement. On both sides of 
the Atlantic women participated in social reform movements to prevent mistreatment of women 

Women’s Lives

AP* Exam Tip  Wom-
en’s rights are an important 
issue for the exam.
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and children and of industrial workers. In the United States such reforms were championed by 
Progressives such as Jane Addams (1860–1935), who founded a settlement house in a poor neigh-
borhood and received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1931. In Europe reformers were generally aligned 
with Socialist or Labour Parties.

Among the most controversial, and eventually most effective, of the reformers were those 
who advocated contraception, such as the American Margaret Sanger (1883–1966). Her cam-
paign brought her into conflict with the authorities, who equated birth control with pornog-
raphy. Finally, in 1923 she was able to found a birth control clinic in New York. In France, the 
government prohibited contraception and abortion in 1920 in an effort to increase the birthrate 
and make up for the loss of so many young men in the war. Russian communists allowed abor-
tion for ideological reasons.

Revolution in the Sciences
At the end of the nineteenth century, a revolution in physics undermined all the old certainties 
about nature. Physicists discovered that atoms, the building blocks of matter, are not indivisible, 
but consist of far smaller subatomic particles. In 1900 the German physicist Max Planck (1858–
1947) found that atoms emit or absorb energy in discrete amounts called quanta. These findings 
seemed strange enough, but what really undermined Newtonian physics was the general theory 
of relativity developed by Albert Einstein (1879–1955). In 1916 Einstein announced that not only 
is matter made of insubstantial particles, but that time, space, energy, and mass are not fixed 
but are relative to one another. Other physicists said that light is made up of either waves or par-
ticles, depending on the observer, and that an experiment could determine either the speed or 
the position of a particle of light, but never both.

To nonscientists it seemed as though theories expressed in arcane mathematical formulas 
were replacing truth and common sense. Far from being mere speculation, however, the new 
physics promised to unlock the secrets of matter and provide humans with plentiful—and 
potentially dangerous—sources of energy.

The new social sciences were even more unsettling than the new physics, for they chal-
lenged Victorian morality, middle-class values, and notions of Western superiority. Sigmund 
Freud (1856–1939), a Viennese physician, developed the technique of psychoanalysis to probe 
the minds of his patients. He found not only rationality but also hidden layers of emotion and 
desire repressed by social restraints. “The primitive, savage and evil impulses have not vanished 
from any individual, but continue their existence, although in a repressed state,”5 he warned. 
Meanwhile, sociologists and anthropologists had begun the empirical study of societies, both 
Western and non-Western. Before the war the French sociologist Emile Durkheim (1858–1917) 
had come to the then-shocking conclusion that “there are no religions that are false. All are true 
after their own fashion.”6

If the words primitive and savage applied to Europeans as well as to other peoples, and if 
religions were all equally “true,” then what remained of the superiority of Western civilization? 
Cultural relativism, as the new approach to human societies was called, was as unnerving as 
relativity in physics.

Although these ideas had been expressed before 1914, wartime experiences called into ques-
tion the West’s faith in reason and progress. Some people accepted the new ideas with enthusi-
asm. Others condemned and rejected them, clinging to the sense of order and faith in progress 
that had energized European and American culture before the war. Yet others were overcome 
with feelings of uncertainty and despair in a world in which human existence seemed to have 
lost its meaning and purpose.

New Technologies of Modernity
Some people viewed the sciences with mixed feelings, but the new technologies aroused 
almost universal excitement. In North America even working-class people could afford some 
of the new products of scientific research, inventors’ ingenuity, and industrial production. 
Mass consumption lagged in Europe, but science and technology were just as advanced, and 
public fascination with the latest inventions—the cult of the modern—was just as strong.

The New Physics

The New Social Sciences

Margaret Sanger American 
nurse and author; pioneer 
in the movement for family 
planning; organized confer-
ences and established birth 
control clinics.

Max Planck German physi-
cist who developed quantum 
theory and was awarded 
the Nobel Prize for physics 
in 1918.

Albert Einstein German 
physicist who developed the 
theory of relativity, which 
states that time, space, and 
mass are relative to each 
other and not fixed.

Sigmund Freud Austrian 
psychiatrist, founder of 
psychoanalysis. He argued 
that psychological problems 
were caused by traumas, 
especially sexual experi-
ences in early childhood, 
that were repressed in 
later life. His ideas caused 
considerable controversy 
among psychologists and in 
the general public. Although 
his views on repressed sexu-
ality are no longer widely 
accepted, his psychoana-
lytic methods are still very 
influential.
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globalization of science 
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Of all the innovations of the time, none attracted public interest as much as airplanes. In 
1903 two young American mechanics, Wilbur and Orville Wright, built the first aircraft that was 
heavier than air and could be maneuvered in flight. From that moment on, airplanes fascinated 
people. During the war the exploits of air aces relieved the tedium of news from the front. In 
the 1920s aviation became a sport and a form of entertainment, and flying daredevils achieved 
extraordinary fame. Among the most celebrated pilots were three Americans. Amelia Earhart 
was the first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean, and her example encouraged other women 
to fly. Richard Byrd flew over the North Pole in 1926. The most admired of all was Charles Lind-
bergh, the first person to fly alone across the Atlantic in 1927 (see Environment and Technology: 
The Birth of Civil Aviation).

Electricity, produced in industrial quantities since the 1890s (see Chapter 26), began to 
transform home life. The first home use of electricity was for lighting, thanks to the economical 
and long-lasting tungsten bulb. Then, having persuaded people to wire their homes, electrical 
utilities joined manufacturers in advertising electric irons, fans, washing machines, hot plates, 
and other appliances.

Radio had served ships and the military during the war as a means of point-to-point telecom-
munication. After the war, amateurs used surplus radio equipment to talk to one another. The 
first commercial station began broadcasting in Pittsburgh in 1920. By the end of 1923 six hun-
dred stations were broadcasting news, sports, soap operas, and advertising to homes through-
out North America. By 1930, 12 million families owned radio receivers. In Europe radio spread 
more slowly because governments reserved the airwaves for cultural and official programs and 
taxed radio owners to pay for the service.

Another medium that spread explosively in the 1920s was film. Motion pictures had begun in 
France in 1895 and flourished there and elsewhere in Europe, where the dominant concern was 
to reproduce stage plays. American filmmakers, however, aimed to entertain audiences rather 
than preserve outstanding theatrical performances. In competing for audiences they looked to 
cinematic innovation, broad humor, and exciting spectacles.

Diversity was a hallmark of the early film industry. After World War I filmmaking took root 
and flourished in Japan, India, Turkey, Egypt, and Hollywood, California. American and Euro-
pean movie studios were successful in exporting films, since silent movies presented no lan-
guage problems. Then in 1927 the United States introduced the first “talking” motion picture, 
The Jazz Singer, which changed all the rules.

The number of Americans who went to see their favorite stars in thrilling adventures and 
heart-breaking romances rose from 40 million in 1922 to 100 million in 1930, at a time when the 
population of the country was about 120 million. Europeans had the technology and the art but 
neither the wealth nor the huge market of the United States. Hollywood studios began the diffu-
sion of American culture that has continued to this day.

Health and hygiene were also part of the cult of modernity. Advances in medicine—some 
learned in the war—saved many lives. Wounds were regularly disinfected, and x-ray machines 
helped diagnose fractures. Cities built costly water supply and sewage treatment systems. By 
the 1920s indoor plumbing and flush toilets were becoming common even in working-class 
neighborhoods.

Interest in cleanliness altered private life. Doctors and home economists bombarded 
women with warnings and advice on how to banish germs. Soap and appliance manufacturers 
filled women’s magazines with advertisements for products to help housewives keep their fam-
ily’s homes and clothing spotless and their meals fresh and wholesome. The decline in infant 
mortality and improvements in general health and life expectancy in this period owe as much to 
the cult of cleanliness as to advances in medicine.

Technology and the Environment
Two new technologies—the skyscraper and the automobile—transformed the urban environ-
ment even more radically than the railroad had done in the nineteenth century. At the end of 
the nineteenth century architects had begun to design ever-higher buildings using load-bearing 

Aviation

Electricity and Radio

Cinema

Health

The New Architecture

Wilbur and Orville 
Wright American bicycle 
mechanics; the first to 
build and fly an airplane, at 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, 
December 7, 1903.
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ENVIRONMENT + TECHNOLOGY

The Birth of Civil Aviation
“Storm covers all interior. How much gasoline 

left?”

“Half an hour.”

These words sped from post to post back to Buenos 
Aires. The plane was doomed to plunge in less than 
half an hour into a hurricane that would smash it to 
earth. . . .

Today, airplanes are safer than cars, but in the 1920s, when 
regular airline service began, air travel was dangerous. Air-
planes, many of them converted World War I bombers, were 
made of wood and cloth, with open cockpits for the pilot and 
navigator and wicker chairs for passengers. Pilots located their 
position by looking for towns and railroad tracks. At night 
and in cloudy weather, they often got lost. And yet, with these 
machines they conquered the skies.

Source: Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, Vol de nuit (Paris: Gallimard, 1939), 147–149.

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, best known for his children’s book 
The Little Prince, was a pilot for Aéropostale, a French airline 
that served South America. In his book Vol de Nuit (Night 
Flight), he tells a harrowing tale of a pilot blown out to sea in a 
storm over Argentina:

One of the radio operators at the Comodoro Rivadavia 
station in Patagonia made a sudden gesture and all 
those who were keeping a helpless vigil there crowded 
around him. . . .

“Storm?”

He nodded yes; static prevented him from hearing 
the message. Then he scrawled some illegible signs, 
then words. Then the text came out:

“Cut off at 12,000 feet above the storm. Proceeding 
due west toward interior; we were carried out to sea. 
No visibility below. Do not know if still flying over sea. 
Report if storm extends interior.” . . .

Buenos Aires transmitted a reply.

An Early Passenger Plane  After 
World War I, aviators and air-
craft manufacturers turned their 
attention to civil aviation, using 
planes to distribute mail, dust 
crops, and carry passengers. 
This British-made De Havil-
land-34 biplane, photographed 
before 1924, was designed to 
carry up to ten passengers. M
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steel frames and passenger elevators. Major corporations in Chicago and New York competed 
to build the most daring buildings in the world, such as New York’s fifty-five-story Woolworth 
Building (1912). A building boom in the late 1920s produced dozens of skyscrapers, culminating 
with the eighty-six-story Empire State Building in New York in 1932.
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European cities restricted the height of buildings to protect their architectural heritage; Paris 
forbade buildings over 56 feet (17 meters) high. In the 1920s the Swiss architect Charles Edouard 
Jeanneret (1887–1965), known as Le Corbusier (luh cor-booz-YEH), outlined a new approach 
to architecture that featured simplicity of form, absence of surface ornamentation, easy man-
ufacture, and inexpensive materials. Other architects—including the Finn Eero Saarinen, the 
Germans Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (LOOD-vig MEES fon der ROW-uh) and Walter Gropius, 
and the American Frank Lloyd Wright—also contributed to what became known as the Interna-
tional Style.

Meanwhile, outlying areas were spreading far into the countryside, thanks to the automo-
bile. The assembly line pioneered by Henry Ford mass-produced vehicles in ever-greater volume 
and at falling prices. By 1929 the United States had one car for every five people, five-sixths of 
the world’s automobiles. Automobiles were praised as the solution to urban pollution; as they 
replaced carts and carriages, horses disappeared from city streets, as did tons of manure.

The most important environmental effect of automobiles was suburban sprawl. Middle-class 
families could now live in single-family homes too far apart to be served by public transpor-
tation. As middle- and working-class families bought cars, cities acquired rings of automobile 
suburbs. Los Angeles, the first true automobile city, consisted of suburbs spread over hundreds 
of square miles and linked together by broad avenues. Many Americans saw Los Angeles as the 
portent of a glorious future in which everyone would have a car.

Technological advances also transformed rural environments. Automobile owners drove 
out to the country on weekends or holidays. Farmers bought cars and light trucks to transport 

Automobiles and Suburbs

The Archetypal Automobile City  As Los Angeles grew from a modest town into a sprawling metropolis, broad avenues, park-
ing lots, and garages were built to accommodate automobiles. By 1929, most families owned a car and streetcar lines had 
closed for lack of passengers.
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produce as well as passengers. Governments 
obliged by building new roads and paving old ones 
to make automobile travel smoother and safer.

In 1915 Ford introduced a gasoline-powered 
tractor, and by the mid-1920s these versatile 
machines began replacing horses. Larger farms 
profited most from this innovation, while small 
farmers sold their land and moved to the cities. 
Tractors and other expensive equipment hastened 
the transformation of agriculture from family 
enterprises to large agribusinesses.

In India, Australia, and the western United 
States, where there was little virgin rain-watered 
land left to cultivate, engineers built dams and 
canals to irrigate dry lands. Dams offered the added 
advantage of producing electricity, for which there 
was a booming demand. The immediate benefits 
of irrigation—land, food, and electricity—far out-
weighed such distant consequences as salt depos-
its on irrigated lands and harm to wildlife.

SECTION REVIEW

 ● Government bureaucracies and the middle class grew after the 
war, but not the working class.

 ● In many countries, women gained the right to vote and led 
reform movements.

 ● Max Planck and Albert Einstein led a revolution in physics.

 ● Social scientists like Sigmund Freud undermined the old cer-
tainties of European culture by revealing a dark side to human 
nature.

 ● After the Wright brothers’ first flight, other aviation pioneers 
set flying records.

 ● Electricity, radio, and cinema changed lifestyles and cultures, 
and the cult of cleanliness improved health.

 ● American cities were transformed by skyscrapers, and the 
automobile led to the creation of suburbs.

CONCLUSION
In the late 1920s it seemed as though the victors in the Great War might reestablish the prewar 
prosperity and European dominance of the globe. But the spirit of the 1920s was not real peace; 
instead it was the eye of a hurricane.

The Great War caused a major realignment among the nations of the world. France and Brit-
ain, the two leading colonial powers, emerged economically weakened despite their victory. 
The war brought defeat and humiliation to Germany but did not reduce its military or industrial 
potential. It destroyed the old regime of Russia, leading to civil war and revolution from which 
the victorious powers sought to isolate themselves. Two other old empires—the Austro-Hungar-
ian and the Ottoman—were divided into many smaller and weaker nations.

Japan took advantage of the European conflict to develop its industries and press its demands 
on a China weakened by domestic turmoil and social unrest. The United States emerged as the 
most prosperous and potentially most powerful nation, restrained only by the isolationist senti-
ments of many Americans.

In the Middle East, the fall of the Ottoman Empire awakened aspirations of nationhood 
among the Turkish and Arab inhabitants and Jewish immigrants. These aspirations were 
thwarted when France and Great Britain tried to impose their rule upon the former Ottoman 
lands, causing conflicts and bitter enmities.

The war challenged social traditions in many ways. Many women who had participated in 
the war effort remained in the work force and demanded voting and other rights. Governments 
took on new responsibilities for education, public health, and social welfare. Automobiles, mov-
ies, and radio broadcasts were eagerly adopted by western Europeans and North Americans, 
and aviation aroused tremendous enthusiasm. Advances in the sciences, especially in physics 
and psychology, undermined the old cultural certainties, while birth control and family plan-
ning provoked considerable opposition from traditionalists.
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  6. One way that the war transformed the lives of everyone 
in Europe was that

(A) the nations at war needed to draft women and old 
men to send more troops to the front.

(B) wages were reduced and hours were cut as cost-
saving measures.

(C) food was strictly rationed in all European nations.
(D) schools were closed, and everyone over the age of 

ten had to work in the war effort.

  7. Which of the following is true of the Arab Revolt of 1916?

(A) It helped to turn the tide of the war in Europe.
(B) It was mercilessly crushed by the Ottoman 

government.
(C) It led to the Balfour Declaration.
(D) It ultimately contributed to the defeat of the Otto-

man Empire.

  8. Under the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, the Bolshevik govern-
ment of Russia

(A) joined the side of Germany against Great Britain 
and France.

(B) gained control of the Bosporus and Dardanelles.
(C) ended its participation in World War I and gave up 

huge areas of land and wealth.
(D) passed land reform measures that gave land to the 

peasants in Russia.

  9. As a way to safeguard peace and to foster international 
cooperation, President Wilson proposed

(A) that a League of Nations be created.
(B) that war be outlawed as a method of diplomacy.
(C) an end to colonial practices and immediate inde-

pendence for all remaining colonies.
(D) that Germany and Austria-Hungary be punished 

economically for having caused the war.

10. One byproduct of the end of the war and peace was the 
creation of new nations in Europe, including Finland, 
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Romania, and

(A) Switzerland.
(B) Poland.
(C) Denmark.
(D) Belgium.

  1. In the early twentieth century, the rapid industrial 
growth of Germany and the declining power of the 
Ottoman Empire

(A) led to the rise of Japan as a major power in Asia.
(B) increased African and Asian nationalism.
(C) created a dangerous power vacuum in the Euro-

pean balance of power.
(D) led to the Ottoman Empire beginning its 

industrialization.

  2. Mainly army officers, this group attempted to force 
a constitution on the Ottoman sultan, along with the 
Turkification of ethnic minorities and the establish-
ment of a strong central government.

(A) The Dervishes
(B) The Young Turks
(C) The Pan-Slavic Movement
(D) The Young Democrats

  3. Because of the spread of nationalism, most people in 
Europe viewed war as

(A) dangerous to the growth of the new nations in the 
world.

(B) a way that large imperialistic nations gained con-
trol over smaller nations.

(C) a crusade for liberty or revenge for past injustices.
(D) dangerous because of the new modern weapons 

that had been developed.

  4. For Russia the effect of World War I was especially dev-
astating because

(A) Russian troops did not fight well and embarrassed 
the government.

(B) it led Russia into an alliance with Japan.
(C) it opened the door to revolution and civil war and 

introduced a radical new political system.
(D) it led to the tsar and the nobles cracking down 

harshly on anyone in Russia who was not an ethnic 
Russian.

  5. In 1915 Germany announced a submarine blockade of 
Great Britain because

(A) it needed to end the war quickly, since it did not 
have large amounts of wealth to support the war.

(B) it hoped to lure the British navy into a decisive sea 
battle and end the war.

(C) the British had blockaded Germany.
(D) it hoped to seize raw materials coming from the 

British colonies in Africa and Asia.
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14. The mandate system was designed to

(A) ensure that the people in the remaining colonies in 
Asia and Africa were given civil and political rights.

(B) force nations to not use war as a primary means of 
achieving international objectives.

(C) separate religion from government in nations that 
had not already done so.

(D) provide some oversight in former German and 
Ottoman lands that were taken over by Great Brit-
ain and France after World War I.

15. As the new leader of Turkey after World War I, Mustafa 
Kemal’s main goal was

(A) the modernization and westernization of Turkey.
(B) regaining Turkey’s lost empire as soon as possible.
(C) reforming Turkey into an Islamic republic.
(D) reinstating the Ottoman nobility to a position of 

power.

16. Which of the following is true of the women’s rights 
movements around the world?

(A) Most of them were successful in gaining suffrage 
rights prior to World War I.

(B) The only movements that had any real success in 
gaining suffrage rights prior to 1945 were those in 
Western nations.

(C) Since Europe and the United States had already 
granted women full political rights, they pushed 
African and Asian nations to follow suit.

 (D) Generally, these movements were led by religious 
leaders, which made it difficult for them to spread 
around the world.

11. In 1921 Lenin announced the New Economic Policy, 
which

(A) gave the Bolshevik government complete control 
over all the means of production as well as owner-
ship of all mineral wealth in the nation.

(B) called for the issuance of a new form of currency 
and limited international trade to those nations 
that respected the new government of the USSR.

(C) allowed peasants to own their own land and sell 
their crops, merchants to trade, and private work-
shops to produce goods and sell them on the free 
market.

(D) granted land ownership to the peasants and own-
ership of industries to the workers.

12. Sun Yat-sen, the leader of China’s Revolutionary Alli-
ance and later the Guomindang, envisioned a China

(A) built on American ideals of democratic 
government.

(B) that was nationalistic and socialistic yet still main-
tained a Confucian philosophy.

(C) created around a modern constitutional monarchy.
(D) that was an absolute dictatorship under a strong 

military leader.

13. One reason that Japan joined the side of the Allies in 
World War I was

(A) to gain access to British, French, and U.S. industrial 
goods and military supplies.

(B) to test out its new ships and new guns on a weak 
nation.

(C) to advance its own opportunities in Asia while the 
Europeans were occupied elsewhere.

(D) that the emperor had promised the nation that it 
would be like the European nations.
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